
 

 

The personal and professional skills course 

aims to develop responsibility, practical 

problem-solving, good intellectual habits, 

ethical understanding, perseverance, 

resilience, an appreciation of identity and 

perspective and an understanding of the 

complexity of the modern world. Emphasis 

is placed on the development of skills 

needed to successfully navigate higher 

education, the workplace and society. 

Service learning is the practical application 

of knowledge and skills toward meeting an 

identified community need. Through service, 

students develop and apply personal and 

social skills in real-life situations involving 

decision-making, problem-solving, initiative, 

responsibility and accountability for their 

actions. 

Language development ensures that all CP 

students have access and exposure to a 

second language. The opportunity to learn a 

second language is a central tenet of an IB 

education and increases students’ 

understanding of the wider world. Students 

are encouraged to begin or extend the 

study of an additional language that suits 

their needs, backgrounds and contexts. It 

develops students’ oral, visual and written 

linguistic and communicative abilities. 

The reflective project is an in-depth body of 

work produced over an extended period 

and submitted toward the end of the 

programme. Through the reflective project, 

students identify, analyse, discuss and 

evaluate an ethical dilemma associated with 

an issue from their career-related studies. 

This work encourages students to engage in 

personal inquiry, intellectual discovery, 

creativity, action and reflection, and to 

develop strong thinking, research and 

communications skills. 

 

The CP core components—Students develop personal qualities and professional skills, as well as 

intellectual habits required for lifelong learning. The CP core components give context to the DP 

courses and the career-related study and draw all aspects of the framework together 

Career-related studies—Students are provided with practical, real-world approaches to learning 
designed to prepare them for higher education, an internship or apprenticeship, or a position in a 

designated field of interest. The career-related studies are offered by the school and should be 
aligned with student needs and progress toward further study or direct employment. Each school 

chooses the career-related studies most suited to local conditions and the needs of its students. The 
career-related studies must satisfy IB criteria for accreditation, assessment and quality assurance. 

 


